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As a direct result of inflated production costs, we have deemed it neces- 
sary to raise the cost of COMBAT MAGAZINE to £2.00 per issue. 
The Journal has maintained a steady price for many years now and 
although it is indeed regrettable to implement this change in price, 
it is however, essential, in order to continue with the quality product 
that our readers have come to expect. 
Subscription to COMBAT MAGAZINE (including P&P), will, from 
January 1st 2007, be amended to £20 per annum. 
We trust that these changes will not result in any major difficulties for 
all concerned. 
As ever, myself and my Staff wish you well and indeed, we extend to 
you all, an extremely pleasant Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
The Editor. 
‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


Combat Magazine exists to reflect a cross-section of contemporary Loyalist opinion. 


| Articles submitted, will be printed according to merit and content, in relation to current affairs. 
The Editor reserves the right to either applaud or castigate, any personality in a totally impartial manner, unless specifically stated to the contrary. 
The views expressed in any signed statements, letters or articles, are the sole responsibility of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the views 


of the Editorial Staff. 


The publication of an article or advertisement in COMBAT, is not necessarily indicative that the Editor has any knowledge of, interest in 


or support for, the product, service, Organisation or function advertised. 


All articles, statements or letters forwarded for publication, must be accompanied by the name and address of the author, 


(not necessarily for publication), in order that their contents may be authenticated. 


CONTACT COMBAT 
224 Shankill Road 


Belfast 
BT13 2BJ 
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Telephone ~ 028 90 /329 019 


E-mail fgau_1912@yahoo.co.uk 


WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO KEEP THE PEOPLE OF ULSTER AND BEYOND, INFORMED AS TO THE TRUTH BEHIND CURRENT 
EVENTS IN THIS PROVINCE. FOR THIS POLICY WE-MAY MAKE ENEMIES. FOR THIS POLICY WE MAY RECEIVE CRITICISM. 


THOSE WHO WORK FOR TRUTH AND THE WELL-BEING OF THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE, HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR FROM 


THIS PUBLICATION. 


‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 





Ulster Volunteer Force Memorial 


Regimental Band's Assocotation 





Recently, a member of a local Loyalist flute 
band (who will remain nameless), was offi- 
cially charged with a number of breeches 
of a Parades Commission determination, 
regarding a series of parades that were 
organised by his band. 

We do not plan to delve into the intricacies of 
the case as it is ongoing, however, we have 
been reliably informed that in addition to the 
unjust charges being brought against the 
young man concerned, the Parades Commis- 
sion has seen fit to cite members of this Asso- 
ciation on the lengthy charge sheet 
against the lad. The supposed ‘crime’ 
of the UVF Association bands listed, 
(according to the Parades Commis- 
sion), is the display of paramilitary 
flags and emblems! 

This topic has been addressed by us 
on many, many occasions and al- 
though we have presented our case 
regarding Standards and emblems, 
we still find ourselves under the cosh 
of the farcical Parades Commission, 
the law and all others who blindly 
refuse to recognise the immortal 
legacy left to us on the field of con- 
flict during the Great War. 

We will continue to monitor this case 
and as ever, we will keep you in- 











of West Belfast. 


Devlin and Notorantonio families. 


A man is in a critical condition and another man and women are injured, 
following a petrol bomb attack on a home in the New Barnsley Crescent area 


Two men were seen running away from the scene of the incident, which took 
place shortly after 10pm on Wednesday 22nd November. A police spokesman has 
since verified that this attack (which is being treated as attempted murder), is di- 
rectly linked to the vicious ongoing IRA / Dissident Republican feud between the 


PSNI sources have further stated that this particular incident brings the attack tally 
over the past year to a staggering 600! Obviously, given that fact, the PSNI cannot |f 
bring to an end the out of control situation, and for every feud related attack that 
hits the news, dozens are “hushed up’ and do not! 

The situation is far more serious than one might 
‘disarmed’ (ahem!) IRA and the Dissidents, slog it out on the streets of West Bel- 
fast. Negotiation nor an agreement to end hostilities are not on the agenda, in the 
eyes of the feud participants, there can be only one ‘winner’ and it will eventually 
boil down to last man, women or child standing. 

Since it ignited, COMBAT has kept our readership up to speed regarding the 
ongoing feud, and we have predicted time and time again, that it is but a mat- 
ter of time before another death occurs ~ watch this space! 


formed as to the outcome. 

As an Association, we were very proud to 
be extended the invitation from the Amal- 
gamated Somme Associations, to lay a 
wreath at Belfast City Cenotaph on Re- 
membrance Day. 

This duty was ably conducted by a Band As- 
sociation Officer and we have reproduced 
below, a copy of the Remembrance Card that 
adorned the poppy wreath which was laid. 
We were also proud that one of our mem- 
ber bands was asked to oversee the musical 
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side of the ceremony in Belfast, so con- 
gratulations to the Ulster Volunteer Force 
Regimental Band, good job! Well done! 
One thing we feel we must comment on, is 
the ridiculous statement by SDLP MLA AI- 
ban Maginness, who claimed that the cere- 
mony was conducted by terrorists, in a 
shroud of secrecy at night. 
The Ulster Volunteer Force Memorial, 
Regimental Bands Association, resents the 
implication that it was involved in any 
shape or form, in underhand, illicit or ille- 
gal activities, in conjunction with 
terrorism! The Remembrance Day 
ceremony in Belfast was a solemn, 
well collated and respectful occasion 
and not as Maginness would have 
one believe, ‘a sham, conducted un- 
der the cover of darkness’. 
It was held on Remembrance Morn- 
ing, in full view of the general public, 
(some of whom actually joined in in 
the proceedings), and the Police Ser- 
vice Of Northern Ireland! 
Need we say more? 

In closing, we wish all our members 
a prosperous Christmas and a happy | 
a peaceful New Year. 

FOR GOD AND ULSTER 
C.Valley. 





ene 


Pictured above. 


Scene of the latest attack in a series of 600 arson, 
intimidation and murder attempts, involving the 
Notorantonio and the Devlin families and their 
respective henchmen. 


The Ba 


In Loving Memory Of A Dear Friend And Comrade, 
Jim ‘Pud’ Black 
Died 9th December 2001 
Always remembered with honour and pride, 
by his many friends in Ulster and Scotland. 


ion Ot The Dead 


In Eternal Memory Of 
Volunteer Bertie Rice ~ 31st October 2000 
Volunteer Mark Quail ~ 1st November 2000 
‘Murdered By Cowards’ 
From Carluke L.P.W.W.A. 
And 
The Officers and Members, Craigneuk True Defenders Flute Band. 








FOR GOD AND ULSTER 


Friends And Comrades 


. C. Logan ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. N. Kinner ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. M. Rollins ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. D. McFarland ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. N. Shaw ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. A. Waller ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. L. Murphy ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. D. Godfrey ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. T. Keenan ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. J. Phillips ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. P. McIvoy ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. A. Bates ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. W. Mclllwaine ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. G. Seawright ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. J. Crawford ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. A. Howell ~ 1st Belfast Btn. 

. T. Weir ~ 1st East Antrim Btn. 

. V. Millar ~ 1st East Antrim Btn. 

. J. Stewart ~ 1st East Antrim Btn. 

. P. Jeffers ~ 1st East Antrim Btn. 

. L. Meneely ~ 1st East Antrim Btn. 

. G, Sloan ~1st East Antrim Btn. 

. C. Caldwell ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 

. H, Finlay ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. B. Hagan ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. R. Gardiner ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. J. Phillips ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. M. Quail ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. B. Watson ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. F. Ritchie ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. H. Greer ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. J. Phillips ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. A. Junk ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. T. Vernor ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. J. Marsden ~ 3rd Btn. Tigers Bay. 
Vol. M. Walker ~ East Belfast. 
Vol. R. Rodgers ~ East Belfast. 
# Vol. B. Russell ~ East Belfast. 
im Vol. B. Noble ~ East Belfast. 
§ Vol. S. Mehaffey ~ RHC, South Belfast. 
Vol. W. Hannigan ~ North Down. 
Vol. R. Freeman ~ Coleraine. 
Vol. G. Edgar ~ Scotland. 
Vol. J. Black ~ Scotland. 


10th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIES 


The Officers and Volunteers of 1st Belfast Battalion, Ulster Volunteer Force, 
honour with pride the eternal memory of our departed Comrade Volunteer Noel Kinner, 
on this the 10th Anniversary of his passing. 


KKK 


The Son’s Of Ulster Flute Band (Glasgow) Pay tribute to the memory of our esteemed friend 
and Comrade, Volunteer Noel Kinner. 
Passed away, 4th November 1996 
‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


The Battalion Staff and Volunteers of South Belfast 2nd Bat- 
talion, Ulster Volunteer Force, are sad to learn of the recent 
death of our trusted friend and Comrade, Volunteer David 


Maitland. 


David was a true and dedicated Loyalist, who served this 
Organisation with pride down through the years. 
Although he sustained a severe leg injury whilst on Active 
Service during the conflict, and despite subsequently being 
fitted with a prosthetic limb, he immediately offered himself 
for Military Duty upon his discharge from hospital. 
) We extend our sincere sympathies to the Maitland family 
} circle and offer our assurance that the memory of your loved 
one, will never wane from our hearts. 


FOR GOD AND ULSTER 


In Memory Of A True Ulster Soldier 
Volunteer William ‘Billy’ Hagan 
3rd Belfast Battalion UVF (Tigers Bay). 
Remembered always by his loving son David 
and family circle ~ ‘Here Lies A Soldier’ 
Volunteer Billy Hagan. 
Always in the thoughts and minds of the 
Officers and Volunteers, 
3rd Belfast Battalion, Ulster Volunteer Force, 
(Tigers Bay). 
‘In God Our Trust’ 
Volunteer Billy Hagan 
Will always be in the hearts of his friends in the 
Loyalist Prisoners And Widows Welfare Association 
and the ‘Sunday Tote Boys’. 
‘We Will Remember Him’ 


On 10th November 2006, Volunteers 
from South Belfast Brigade, UVF, 
gathered in memory of Volunteer 
Samuel Mehaffey, who was shot 
dead by IRA criminals on 13th No- 
vember 1991. 
Samuel and his step-father, William 
Kingsberry, were both killed in the 
cowardly attack and Samuel’s five 
week old daughter, Terri-Lee, was 
shot twice and thankfully, survived. 
The Protestant community in South 
Belfast suffered horribly at the 
hands of Republican death squads 
over the years. 
We pay tribute to you all for your 
fortitude and determination. 

‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


































































jf] GET YOUR FACTS STRAIGHT [VF 


MAGINNESS 


SDLP mouthpiece Alban Maginness, has 
attempted to stir up a hornets nest with his 
inaccuracies regarding a long standing (35 
years long standing!) wreath laying cere- 
mony that is annually conducted at Belfast 
City Cenotaph on Remembrance Day. 

The ceremony in question (pictures of which 
are reproduced throughout this publication), 
was organised by UK-wide Somme Associa- 
tions, with special invitation to lay a wreath, 
extended to the UVF Memorial Regimental 
Bands Association. = 
Over the years, the ceremony has grown 
numerically and in stature, involving mem- 
bers of the aforementioned nationwide 
bodies. 

Indeed, many members of the Protestant com- 
munity in general attend to observe the very 
moving ceremony and to pay their respects, to 
those who fell in Two World Wars and subse- 
quent conflicts. 

The proceedings were led by the Ulster Vol- (= 
unteer Force Regimental Band, a Regimental § 
Piper, Regimental Bugler and twelve young 
lads who attended dressed in period re- 
enactment WW1 UVF and YCV uniforms. 
The wreaths which were laid were all clearly 
marked ‘London Somme _ Association’ 
‘Liverpool Somme Association’ and so- 
forth. We make no apologies, the large 
‘breadboard style’ wreath, was marked with 
the legend ‘UVF’, after all, that was the rea- 
son we were there, to venerate the immortal 
memory of those UVF members, who sacri- 
ficed their all on the field of conflict in 1914- 
1919! 

Take a look at the Church Cenotaph pictured 
immediately right. Like Belfast City Ceno- 
taph, It is a WW1 Cenotaph, however it is 
overwhelmingly in memory of UVF_mem- 
bers who served during the Great War ~ does 
this make its presence any less unsavoury 
than if were not emblazoned ‘UVF’ ~ I think 
not!. 

Alban Maginness makes many accusations 
relating to the Somme Association’s City Hall 
Service. For instance, in one tabloid he claims 
that the ceremony took place at “9pm, under 
the cover of darkness”. ~ Utter Rubbish! 
Maginness further claimed that the service 
was solely to honour the “contemporary UVF 


and not those who fell at the Somme”. 
Again ~ Utter Rubbish! 
To reinforce his ignorance, he rants, 
“This is an outrage, everyone knows their 
[UVF] claim to links with the Organisation 
formed in 1914* is a gross distortion and a 
ruse to fly their flags. If it is true that this 
vile practice has been going on since 1998* , 
I want to know who has tolerated this on 
City Council Property for nearly a decade”. 
(*Editor’s note. The UVF was unofficially 
formed in 1912 Alban, then officially con- 
stituted on 5th January 1913 ~ NOT 1914! 
Furthermore my naive friend, these cere- 
monies have been taking place at Belfast 
City Hall since 1971!). 
Alban Maginness wishes, nae, demands, to 
= Know who ‘tolerated’ such ceremonies over 
the past ‘ten years’. 
However, in 1997, he commenced a term as 
Lord Mayor of Belfast.....which made him 
the ‘big cheese’ in Belfast City Hall! 
So with that fact alone, it is fair to assume 
that Maginness himself ‘tolerated’ the 
Somme Association Service during his own 
term of office! 
Therefore we would put it to Maguinnes 
that despite his current rantings, he was so 
inattentive as Lord Mayor, that he himself 
didn’t even know what was happening in 
the confines of his own seat of power? 
What we would advise, is for trouble makers 
like Alban Maginness and the ilk, get their 
facts straight before making political rum- 
blings with wild and scurrilous accusations 
that they obviously are not qualified to com- 
ment on! The law-abiding people of Ulster 
reserve the absolute right to remember their 
forebears in a dignified, professional and re- 
spectful manner, and if this means hosting a 
ten minute Service Of Remembrance at our 
home City’s War Memorial, then so be it! 
We inconvenience no-one, we offend no-one 
as this event is open to ‘all comers’, unlike as 
stated many times in the pages of COMBAT, 
the countless unopposed parades, social 
nights and unruly, propaganda stunts that 
have been held in Belfast City Hall by Repub- 
licans throughout the years! 


For They Shall Grow Not Old, As We That Are Left Grow © 
~~ Age Shall Not Weary Them, Nor The Years Condemm. 
At The Going Down Of The Sun, And Inm-The pirogue? 
~“p We WILL Rethember Them. “(5 






















WHERE TO NOW? 


THE DEADLINE IS REACHED! 





We have witnessed the St. Andrew’s 
Agreement, we have seen exhaustive politi- 
cal negotiations and pledges! 
We have further held ourselves in anticipa- 
tion, following repetitive assurances from 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, 
Peter Hain, that November 24th was, “set 
in stone”, as the date that would see de- 
volved Government reinstalled. 
And where are we now? We are no further 
down the path to devolved Government than 
before, and why?, because Sinn Fein / IRA, in 
their usual unreasonable manner, have thus 
far refused to sign up to law and policing! 
(Ironic that, considering Sinn Fein currently 
relies upon police protection, in light of the 
recent dissident Republican threats!). 
In turn, regardless of Adams and Co’s hypoc- 
risy on policing, the Democratic Unionist 
Party have refused to sit in Government with 
Republicans, until such times as they do rec- 
ognise and support the PSNI. 
The political arguments that stemmed from 
this stalemate, have been ongoing for months 
and were still taking place right up to the 
deadline of November 24th. 
Effectively, this uncompromising situation 
smashed plans to get Government up and run- 
ning again in Northern Ireland, effectively 
transforming Hain’s, “set in stone deadline”, 
into nothing more than empty words. 

A NEW STRATEGY 
To address this impasse, Hain devised a new 
strategy, that meant the DUP and Sinn Fein 
should respectively ‘nominate’ who they 
wished to be put forward as First and Deputy 
First Minister for Northern Ireland! 
Then, in March 2007 there would be an elec- 
tion / referendum, when the people would 


2 i 
4 ® 
A Bridge too Far?” 
Republican’ Nationalist 
Community Debate 
_— i i 


- ABridge too Far? 


Republican Nationalist 
ommunity Debate 


decide to a man, what the future should hold. 
NOT A DAY TO REMEMBER 
Confusion reined on November 24th, as it 
was unclear if the DUP ‘nominated’ or not. 
In short, following much ado and statements 
from disgruntled DUP MLAs, it was accepted 
that in a round about fashion, that the DUP 
nominee was Ian Paisley. (Sinn Fein / IRA 
nominated Martin McGuinness). 
And as if things couldn't get worse, during the 
confusion within the Chamber, outside in the 
foyer non other than Michael Stone (pictured 
below right), was embarking upon a failed 
one man suicide mission, to wipe out the 
Sinn Fein / IRA hierarchy, armed with a spray 
can of paint, an imitation firearm and eight 
pipe bombs! 
All said and done, the historic day that 
should have heralded a new beginning for 
all the people of Northern Ireland, was fast 
becoming yet another joke on the blotted 
landscape of Ulster politics. 
We tentatively await the coming months! 
THE POLICING ISSUE 
Following November 24th, Sinn Fein / IRA, 
IRSP / INLA and the 32 County Sover- 
eignty Movement / RIRA, held a joint de- 
bate on policing, in Conway Mill on the 
Falls Road, West Belfast. 
The ‘debate’ as it was hailed, transpired to be 
nothing short of a “slanging match’, between 
several hundred dissident Republican thugs / 
representatives and a mere handful of Sinn 
Fein thugs / representatives! 
The heated exchanges saw Sinn Fein / IRA 
labelled ‘traitors and sell out merchants who 
are no better than the SDLP’, ‘full of spin’ 
and ‘puppets of the British’. 
Declan Kearny from Sinn Fein / IRA was 


POLICINU: 
A Bridge too 


Republican Nationalist 
Community Debste 
é ioe "e “n 


‘Rogues G 


Left to right. 


v 
Francis Mackev ~ 32 County Sovereignty Movement / CIRA. 
Brendan Mackin ~ Independent Chairman. 
William Gallagher ~ IRSP /INLA 
Declan Kearny ~ Sinn Fein / IRA. 


repeatedly hackled and barracked from the 
floor when he attempted to address the meet- 
ing, one of his most vocal opponents being 
dissident mouthpiece Marion Price! 

Francis Kelly from the 32 County Sover- 
eignty Movement was quick to follow slob- 
bering, “issues such as policing are beyond 
resolution until the issue of Irish sovereignty 
is solved. Sinn Fein must not contemplate 
offering support for the PSNI. 

The visual spectacle of Republicans donning 
the uniform of once perceived legitimate 
targets, blinds them to the depths of malaise 
such an act would actually represent”. 

On this occasion, the media was invited to the 
debate. The North Belfast News, however, 
attended in a different capacity, as Editor 
and Sinn Fein party member Sean Mac 
Uidhir stated, “issues such as policing must 
be addressed in the immediate term and not 
when we have that glorious day when we 
have won the revolution and thrown the 
Brits into the sea”...... 

The overwhelming opinion of those who at- 
tended the impromptu debate, was that Sinn 
Fein / IRA will eventually sign up to policing. 
but they should not, under any circumstances 
do so, prior to a united Ireland! 

No doubt this fantasy is a widespread view 
within Republicanism as a whole, so the ques- 
tion must be asked where does it leave Sinn 
Fein / IRA? Will they push ahead with their 
‘strategy’ regardless of Republican opinion, 
or will they waver under the pressure? 

A ‘little bird’ recently informed me that a 
Republican who was once questioned for 
the murder of two police officers, is now 
serving in the PSNI in West Belfast. 

Prior to his ‘passing out parade’, he asked 
permission to wear his grandfathers IRA 
medal during the ceremony. 

Permission was granted, so therefore, is it a 
case of the PSNI accepting the IRA? 

Now THERE’S a ‘visual spectacle’ and 
food for thought for you, Francis Mackey! 


Far? 








From day one, Loyalists have been totally 
against the retention of any part of the 
now closed, HMP Maze! 
The reasons for this are simple! 
Any section / wing / block, of HMP Maze, 
(Long Kesh), that has in the past either 
housed or held Republican terrorists and is 
afforded clearance to remain for ‘posterity’, 
will, in no uncertain terms, be transformed by 
Republicans into a virtual shrine. (especially 
those buildings directly associated with the 
infamous hunger-striker!). 
Despite our concerns however, it has been 
decided that the following will be preserved. 
One Loyalist Compound. 
One H-Block. 
The Prison Hospital. 


The decision to salvage these sites and in par- r= 


ticular the hospital, is ludicrous! 


Naturally, (regardless of their assurances and | 


as previously stated), Republicans will waste 








Office of First Minister and Deputy First 
Minister. 

Tom Roberts from EPIC (Ex-Prisoners 
Interpretive Centre), commented, 

“We would have concern around the fact that 
the International Centre for Conflict Transfor- 
mation, is apparently relying solely on the 
guidance and support of all the main political 
parties in Northern Ireland to deliver its ob- 
jectives. 

The main political parties here, while having 
a crucial role to play, are hardly shining ex- 
amples of conflict transformation in action! 
Some of the most innovative and successful 
peace building initiatives, have originated at a 
‘grassroots and community level’, and exper- 
tise from that quarter should be availed of. 


no time whatsoever in transforming the hospi- | /_.., 2 
tal block in particular, into a ‘freakish shrine / [~*~ 


tourist attraction!’. 
I ask you, what purpose will this serve apart 
from insulting en masse, those who have suf- 
fered most, as a direct result of Irish Republi- 
can terrorism? 
Pictured below right is the hospital cell in 
which Bobby Sands died. 
No-one can tell me that Sinn Fein will not 
seize this given opportunity, to ensure the 
survival of the memory of those ‘so-called 
martyrs’ like Bobby Sands, who committed 
suicide therein, with tours of the cells and 
wards, in question ~ this is bound to happen, 
no doubt about it! 

FRANK DISCUSSION 
A workshop entitled ‘A New Future For 
Long Kesh / Maze’, was recently held in 
the Spectrum Centre on the Shankill Road, 
The event was facilitated on behalf of the 


Below Left ~ 1970s compounds 


























In particular, the role of former prisoners in 
the peace process should be acknowledged 
and built upon. 

There is a fear that in terms of former Ulster 
Volunteer Force / Red Hand Commando pris- 
oners, this acknowledgement would be re- 
sisted by most of the main political parties. 
Unlike Republicans, we don’t have one of 
these parties to champion our contribution. 
There are deep concerns in our constituency 
around the format of exhibitions and tours. 
There is a fear that Republicans would work 
actively to turn the site into a ‘shrine’ com- 
memorating the hunger strikers or some form 
of ‘Colditz’ glorifying the 1983 escape. 

This would impact extremely negatively on 
the mission of the ICCT. 








Main Picture ~ One of the many watch-towers that overlook the H-Blocks. 
Inset ~ Tom Roberts, Ex-Prisoners Interpretive Centre Manager. (EPIC). 






Below Right ~ The hospital cell in which IRA criminal Bobby Sands met his demise. 





Perimeter wall of HMP Maze (Long Kesh) 










In relation to the tours the consultation paper 
states that there should be, 

“pre-recorded, individual hand-held audio 
commentary (with script agreed by all key | 
stakeholders) to ensure quality, factual accu- 
racy and consistency of information - and, 
critically, diluting any group dynamics by 
focussing on individual attention;” a 
It is difficult to envisage how this could be f 
agreed without reducing the tour to a superfi- 
cial level that fails to emphasize the impact 
the site had on the community in Northern E 
Ireland and beyond. 
Perhaps a more realistic proposition to be § 
considered, would be to make available sepa- 
rate tours by each of the key stakeholders and § 
allow participants the benefit of all perspec- § 
tives. 

One key over-riding concern is that the ICCT 
would become the preserve of the ‘great and 
the good’, and those at the cutting edge of 
conflict transformation would have no role to 
play in its development. 

It is imperative that all sections of society can 
experience ownership of the resource”. 

2K 

We wholeheartedly agree with Tom Rob- 
erts here. There are a great many concerns 
regarding the regeneration of the ‘Maze 
site’ and without doubt, the sensitivities 


and hazards of the entire matter, far out- 
weigh the supposed ‘potential benefits’ that 
we hear so much about. 

The project as a whole, is a virtual mine- 
field should it be handled even remotely in 
the wrong manner, and once Sinn Fein / 
IRA get a ‘foot in the door’, well we all 
know the rest! 

However, we have voiced our concerns and 


The Executive Committee of the 
Progressive Unionist Party, 

extends Christmas Greetings to all 

Party members and supporters. 

KKK 
We trust that one and all will enjoy a 
hearty Festive Season, 
and a peaceful New Year. 


IN GOD OUR TRUST 


Christmas Greetings and good wishes, 
are extended to the 
NCOs and Volunteers 
of 
South Belfast 2nd Battalion, 
Ulster Volunteer Force. 
(Ulster and Scotland). 
As ever, your work effort throughout the 
past year was exemplary. 
Well done to one and all. 





Pictured above ~ Monday 30th October 2006 and mechanical diggers begin work 
demolishing ‘Cage 20’, as part of the regeneration process at HMP Maze. 


offered our opinions, albeit they have fallen 
on deaf ears. 

It would seem that we are to be stuck with 
the proposed plans for the ‘Maze site’, and 
in that light, we trust that common sense 
will prevail for all concerned, because the 
last thing that we, as Loyalists, want to be 
saying to those who make the decisions, is 
“we told you so!”......... 


The Editor of COMBAT, extends Seasons 
Greetings to our many friends in the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Austria, 

Spain, Australia, South Africa, 
and the United States of America. 


KK 


Your support is valued and appreciated. 
Your Loyalty to Ulster and to Loyalism is 
unquestionable! 

Best wishes to you all! 


Pile eccnimene 





BRIGADE COMMAND ~ ULSTER VOLUNTEER FORCE 


We would ask you to join with us at this festive time, to remember those less fortunate than 
ourselves. 


Remember those families who still have loved ones incarcerated behind cold prison bars, and 
who have not had the privilege of their company, companionship and love, for many years. 


The families of our prisoners must struggle on the best they possibly can, until the day when 
their loved ones return home. 

Were it not for the many good friends and neighbours of these families, the everyday chores 
of keeping a home and raising children would be nigh impossible. 


To those whose loved ones have paid the supreme sacrifice in the fight for freedom in Ulster, 
mere words from us can never heal the untold sorrow in your hearts, nor convey adequately, 
the pain in ours. 


But we will continue to remember our Fallen Volunteers, 
and our thoughts are eternally with them. 


We wish you all, a Happy, Prosperous, Peaceful Christmas and New Year. 


FOR GOD AND ULSTER 


Christmas Greetings are extended to the following, from ‘A & A’ (Liverpool). 
Brigade Staff, Ulster Volunteer Force. No.5. London Brigade. The Editor of Combat. Karen, Peter and family, ‘for your hospitality and friendship’. 
Steven and Brian (Taxi). Jimmy ‘216’. Greengairs Thistle Flute Band. And last but by no means least, Billy from East Belfast. 
‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM BIG DEE AND MARGARET Christmas Greetings and thanks to all who assisted 
SANDY ROW! with our ‘Loyalist stalls’ over the past year. 
Special thanks to my staff, customers and to those 
To Mrs. Joan Hanna and family. Have a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. who were kind enough to accommodate the stalls at 
sgt various functions and socials. I wish you well in 2007. 
To the ‘Baldies’ of the Crown, (Topper), Bellshill, Scotland. Have a good one lads! FOR GOD AND ULSTER ‘D’ 


KKK 


To Eddie, Karen, Nikki and Dylan, have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year. The Officer Commanding, North Antrim Brigade, 
RRR Ulster Volunteer Force, sends Christmas Greetings to 


To Alex and Linda, have a great festive season, from your Ulster Friends. all Volunteers and their families. Your continued 
HK effort and loyalty, has not gone unrecognised. 


To Billy and Shona and family, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. (FNS ABOD). Christmas Wishes also, to all remaining Loyalist 
nae prisoners, you are forever in my prayers. 


To Jock and Ray, have a nice Christmas and a prosperous New Year. (FNS ABOD). Special thoughts to the families of those Volunteers 
ane no longer with us. 


To Tulip and Jamie, hope you enjoy Christmas and have a super New Year, May the future hold happier times for you all. 
from your Ulster friends. FOR GOD AND ULSTER 


RK 


To all the Loyalists in the UK, from friends in Falkirk, have a fabulous Christmas! Carluke Young Loyalist’s ian ers S.C 
RRR Carluke Young Loyalist Ss, Nangers 5... 
To Jimmy Boyce (Shotts), have a wonderful Christmas and New Year, 
from your Ulster Friends. 


RRR 


Christmas greetings to the lads who are still 
incarcerated across the UK. 

May you soon be re-united with your families and 
loved ones. We remember also, those lads who have 
gained their freedom! Well done boys! 

To the families who have lost husbands, sons and 
daughters, our thoughts are with you as Christmas 
approaches. Words could never fully express our 
sympathies, but remember, you are all forever in our 
thoughts and prayers. (a big hello also goes to our 

many friends in Rathcoole and Ballyclare) 


To all our friends in the ‘Golden Last’, Benidorm, Spain. Best wishes at Christmas. 
To Bobby, Liz and family (Ardrossan), thinking of you all at Christmas. 
from your Ulster friends. 
To Rich, Fiona, Cree and Leigh, have a brilliant Christmas and New Year, 
from your Ulster friends. 


‘Seasons Greetings To One And All’ ~ For God Anc 


‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 





Avery Merry Christmas to all those Volunteers who are still imprisoned. : be 
Greetings also to the families who await their return. 36(Uisier) vi sion 
My best wishes go to those who are spending their first Christmas in 5 a 
many long years at home, surrounded by family and friends. n wk 
A special moment of reflection if you will, for those whose loved ones will never return : - rf iS rmMas 
‘God Bless’. Jim McDonald. Fad ‘ wo 


oa ca TOG Ras - 
Seasons Greetings and a Happy New Year, is extended to all who helped make the y r ee f | NYS 
L.P.W.W.A. ballot a success at July and Christmas. Many thanks to all those who assisted ; fe a 

with production and distribution, your help is greatly appreciated. The results of the Christ- ee 


mas ballot, will be announced in the New Year issue of ‘COMBAT’. J.H. 


Christmas Greetings are extended to the following people from ‘Cameron’. 
Best wishes to you all and I hope to see each and every one of you in the New Year. 
Billy McD’, Gus, Alan Kennedy, Colin Campbell (Scotland) and Jamie (London). 


KKK 


To our remaining prisoners and their families, you are forever in my thoughts. 
I look forward to the day when we can enjoy association once again in freedom. 


RAK 


To the families of those who have lost their lives in the present conflict, 
you are all forever in my thoughts. I wish you well for the Festive Season. 
To the Editor of COMBAT Magazine. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
‘Keep up the good work!’ 


HK 


To the UVF Command Staff, a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 


Southend Entertainment Committee (Liverpool), would like to thank the Management, Staff and patrons of Sam’s Club, 
for all their support throughout the year. 
Thanks are also extended to Stuarty and Jamesy, The Sons Of Ulster FB (Glasgow), The Sons Of Ulster FB (Shankill), and to our many friends in 
Monkstown and Scotland ~ To one and all we wish a peaceful and prosperous New Year. 

























Christmas Greetings are extended to the A Very Merry Christmas Season’s Greetings and a prosperous 
Officers and Volunteers of the and a New Year is extended to all members of the 
Regimental Band Prosperous New Year, Ulster Volunteer Force Memorial, 
Of The is sent to Deb and family, (Bridgeton), Regimental Band’s Association, 
Ulster Volunteer Force, from your friends in Belfast. from the Executive Officers, 
From the Editor of COMBAT Magazine. The work effort and dedication of yourself (Central Committee) 


5 : : and your Staff, is eternally appreciated. ‘Fly The Flag With Pride’ 
Christmas wishes go to my old friend ‘For God And Ulster’ 


‘Cameron’ and family, Christmas Greetings, 
from the Editor of COMBAT Magazine. SPECIAL THOUGHTS AND WISHES Good Will, and A Happy New Year, 
‘God’s Richest Blessings At Christmas’ ARE EXTENDED TO THOSE is extended to all subscribers, readers 

3 ae 5 LOYALIST PRISONERS WHO REMAIN and outlets of 
Merry Christmas to ‘Big Oliver’ and family, INCARCERATED ACROSS THE COMBAT MAGAZINE. 


po ty UNITED KINGDOM. The Editor. 


From ‘CY ‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ ‘ALWAYS IN OUR THOUGHTS’ 

















A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, ‘SPECIAL TRIBUTE’ 


Christmas greetings to all our friends on the 





















is extended to all our good friends Shankill Road, 
and Comrades in Larne, At this festive time of year, let us take a thanks for all your help and support 
from Possilpark and Springburn L.P.W.W.A. moment to remember and honour,. those throughout the year. 


KKK 


A word of thanks is also sent to the lads in 
Larne, for their unrivalled hospitality on 
Remembrance Sunday. 


brave ladies who served our collective 
Cause so loyally, through years of hardships 
and conflict.5 2% « 


From the Officers and members, 
Sons Of Ulster Flute Band, Glasgow. 







Sandy Row Company, UVF, send Christmas 
Greetings to the families of fallen Comrades, 
and the families of Volunteers currently 
incarcerated across the UK 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. 


FOR GOD AND ULSTER 












We look forward to continued friendships 
and association. 


‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 











HAA Te Al 


On Sunday, 12th November, LOE Te Somme Associations from across the United Kingdom, 
gathered at Belfast City Hall for their annual Service Of Remembrance. 
Approximately two thousand Association members attended the short ceremony, which was led by the 
Regimental Band Of The Ulster Volunteer Force. 
Also on duty, was a ‘Platoon’ of young lads dressed in re-enactment period uniforms of the 36th Ulster 
Division (Ulster Volunteer Force) and 14th Battalion, The Royal Irish Rifles (Young Citizen Volunteers). 
Wreaths of poppies were laid on behalf of the Governing Body of the Amalgamated Somme Association, 
London Somme Association, Manchester Somme Association, Newcastle Upon-Tyne Somme Association, 
Scottish Somme Association, Liverpool Somme Association and the Ulster Volunteer Force Memorial, 
Regimental Band’s Association. 
Following the Ceremony, which was drawn to a close by the sounding of The Last Post and Reveille, 
the UVF Regimental Band struck up a rousing British Military March and led all assembled out of the 
confines of the Cenotaph to the front of the City Hall for dismissal. 

‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


Pictured below ~ The UVF Regimental Band counter marches 
prior to the ceremony at Belfast Cenotaph. 
Pictured left ~ Somme Standards flutter in the November breeze. 
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lst Belfast Battalion 


“Good afternoon gentlemen, 

Firstly can I thank you for the manner in 
which you have presented yourselves. this 
moring. The dignity and sincerity with 
which this Battalion has.honoured its dead, is 
impeachable. The eyes of the public have 
been upon us, and.I for one, am proud that 
your conduct has been beyond reproach. 
Though we have been here many times be- 
fore; we have walked the murals and Memori- 
als, stood at the gravesides and lamented the 
names, it is incumbent upon us that we refuse 
to concede to toutine. The memory of our 
Fallen must notdull with recurrence. 

As the heavy weight of duty weighs upon us 
from the men Whose faces adorn these walls, 
we have a responsibility to them to ensure 
that their service and sacrifice is given further 
relevance as each year replaces the last. 

This year more than ever, we have been re- 
minded. of the influence left by our ancestors 
on foreign shores.some Ninety-years.ago. 
Collectively today, we have been given the 
timeand- space to appreciate every drop of 
blood.spilt in defence of this country. From 
France in 1916, Flanders in 1917, through to 
the present-day, Remembrance Sunday has 
allowed us the space to step back and appreci- 
ate in full, the unsullied glory and the weight 
of human“effort which has secured our free- 
dom:-Time is blind to courage and duty! 
Those whose lives were lain before tyranny, 
know no division; their values, objectives and 
spirit-inseparable;, their efforts measured by 
the freedom we all enjoy today. 
Conflict;-suffering and sacrifice are the paths 
often travelled as this country struggled for its 
liberty. In 1912 this Organisation was born 
under the dark cloud of imposition. 

Resistance was the byword with which al- 
most’a-century of struggle would evolve. 

On the fields of the Somme, that resistance 
would be tested to the absolute limits of hu- 
man resolve. In blood soaked trenches, under 
the constant barrage of shell.and mortar fire; 
against insurmountable enemy strength and 
under incompetent command; the Ulster Vol- 
unteers of the first wave, cast in rock the 
lengths to which duty could be served. 

At the Schwaben Redoubt, just beyond Thiep- 
val Wood, the unremitting refusal to bow 
before oppression, was manifest in the ad-. 
vance of the Ulster Division. Charging far 
beyond the Battle Plan and capturing German 
trenches deemed unreachable, Volunteers 
from these streets set military history with 
their valour. This year, many members of our 
Battalion have travelled to pay respect at the 


Remembrance Day Crations 


site of that victory. In doing so however, the 
price of their short-lived triumph becomes 
tragically clear. The white granite headstones 
which pepper the landscape of France and 
Flanders, bear testimony to the enormous 
human loss in that battle alone. 

As Companies of men fell en masse, Volun- 
teers of the Ulster Division held firm and 
doggedly pursued their objectives. 

The backdrop. of death and decimation refus- 
ing to bear upon the determination of. this 
country in battle. 

Today though, we may reflect with pride, the 
heroism shown by,our countrymen: 

It is only fitting that we pay most attention to 
the losses which mark the cost of victory. 

On the headstones, etched neatly under Regi- 
mental insignia, are the names of men ‘who 
once walked the streets around us. So great 
are their numbers of casualties, it is hard not 
to feel the impact their loss would have had 
on the’ spirit of this community. Add to the 
natural grief of human loss, the social and 
economic impact of a male generation erased; 
the influence of events on far off battlefields 
would have been clearly overwhelming. 

Yet from the ashes of suffering, rose a flame 
of resistance which would burn steadily 
throughout the past century. 

In the name of Ulster’s first Volunteers, under 
the shadow of their immeasurable courage 
and in their honour, a path was laid before the 
generations who followed. 

Oppression could not be tolerated or Ulster 
would be betrayed. That mantra has lived in 
the hearts and minds of our people. from the 
first Volunteer fell at the Somme. 

In the Second World offensive, that same 
characteristic Ulster determination, was evi- 
dent as the Ulster Rifles stormed the Nor- 
mandy Beaches. In Korea, Aden and Suez. 

In all three armed services, Ulstermen as indi- 
viduals fought with the spirit of the Somme 
and proved themselves beyond any doubt; 
With the Rifles in Borneo, in the Falklands, 
the Gulf, Afghanistan and Iraq, Ulster to this 
day, has laid challenge to tyranny wherever it 
has raised its despicable head. 

Of course we too are well aware of that spirit. 
The Volunteers whose names adom our Me- 
morials, have known only too well the price 
of struggle and the cost of freedom. 

Their courage has been conspicuous and with 
us, their names will live forever. Ours has 


been a noble Cause, and though our detractors 


will deny it, history will record the sincerity 
with which our struggle has been waged. 

The selflessness with which our Volunteers 
have gained nothing but given all, will belie 


the cowards who lack courage and conviction, 


yet demean the role this Organisation has 





played in the struggle. 
Let us here and now remember our dead, our 
friends, family members and Comrades, who 
we have served with and for. 
Those who have died at the hands of our ene- 
mies, those who fell in active engagement, 
those who endured the double indignity of 
death whilst incarcerated and of course, the 
many who passed peacefully, having fulfilled 
their duty, their lives unquestionably short- 
ened by the impact of prolonged conflict. 
Today also, let us truly appreciate the cost of 
struggle on our communities and on our Vol- 
unteers. The price of conflict is huge, andthe 
emotional scars are never as evident as the 
physical. Volunteers locked for many years, 
in the uncertainty of conflict, are now coming 
to terms with the effect it has had on them. 
Service in this Organisation, has had many 
prices. Friends and family have been lost as 
the unnatural lifestyle of Active Service has 
pressurised relationships to breaking point. 
This Organisation must not leave our Volun- 
teers to cope alone:-Let us recognise their 
suffering and as Platoons and Companies, 
nurture those who once-filled active roles in 
our_ranks. Above all, let us respect them now, 
not wait until their names appear ona plaque. 
In the same token, we now, for the first time, 
have a-whole generation of elderly Volun- 
teers, whose service to this Organisation over 
the years, has been unquestioning. 
As young men they sat where you and I are 
today. At this point many of them reside in 
care homes, hospitals and lonely houses. 
We have a responsibility to them\to ensure 
their twilight years are spent with dignity and 
respect. We-must-also takéinté consideration, 
those families who remain lost in the dark 
days of the conflict and»who havesnowhere 
else to turn. These loyal folk look to the fra- 
ternity that is the Ulster Volunteer Force for 
support and understanding. Let us today re- 
solve to be there when they do: 
Gentlemen, before I move to speak on more 
contemporary matters, please join with me, in 
a moments. silence, as we contemplate Ul- 
ster’s fallen heroes, and resolve within our- 
selves, to bring_respect’to the human legacy 
of our conflict. 
sR 

On those sentiments gentlemen, let us in the 
Ist Battalion, hold firm. The past number of 
years have seen us develop into many new 
and encouraging spheres. Let us continue that 
trend and stretch the reach of this Battalion 
far beyond our traditional boundaries and in 
doing so, let us be confident and challenging. 
We have had successes and let us prepare for 
more inthe future 

Continued overleaf. 








From previous page. : 

We must be ready. to grasp the challenges 
before us, and do so ina manner which will 
benefit our community wholeheartedly. 

One such area is policing. We have grasped 
the nettle of recent times, and on more’ occa- 
sions that not, we have felt its sting yet we 
cannot let go. 

We must be prepared to get deeper, for things 
are changing and if we stand back, our void 
will be filled by our opponents. 

We have had policing by oppression and apa- 
thy for much too long and unless we take 
charge, that is what.we will be destined for in 
the future. 

Gentlemen, in the many spheres within which 
we now operate, let us continue and strive 
forth. We are-the “People’s Army’, and by the 
use of our arms or by the use of our minds, 
we must continue to hold that mantle. 

Can I thank you on behalf of Battalion Staff, 
for your steadfast commitment throughout the 
past year. Your discipline has been noted and 
that discipline has set you apart from all oth- 
ers. lurge you, as we continue to face testing 


times and the future remains vastly uncertain, 


to hold that discipline, for-it is the most pow- 
erful weapon in our arsenal. 
Gentlemen, to all our Units and Departments, 
I hope you-enjoy the remainder of your day 
and again I extend my sincere thanks for your 
continuing loyal service”. 

“FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


Be still the night, the stars shine bright 
On graves of heroes, now at rest. 
Comrades all, answered the call, 

To arms! To arms! Ulster’s best. 


Night and day, throughout the fray, 
They served with neither doubt nor fear. 
We will never forget, we will honour the debt, 
That Ulster owes Her Volunteers. 


As the sun goes down, and the bugle sounds, 
O'er brave deeds, some now forgotten. 
Let the Standards fly, raise them on high, 
In tribute to our fallen. 


Their day is done, their battle won, 
But not for them, the pomp, the glory. 
Their famihes grief, our Soldiers leave, 

A memory, an everlasting story. 


‘Cameron. 





, At 1pm on Remembrance Day, Volunteers attached to the East Belfast UVF, mustered at 
Cast Belfast Battalion their Memorial Cenotaph in Cherryville Street. 


As this year marks the 90th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, ninety men, dressed in Somme Anniversary shirts and ties, 
stood in respectful and dignified silence, as the official orations were delivered. 

Also on duty, was the Regimental Band Of The Ulster Volunteer Force, who, in their usual professional manner, added a touch of 
emotion with a fine selection of hymns, rousing military marches-and solemn ballads. 

The Service was drawn toa close, with a piped rendition of ‘The Flowers ‘O The Forest’ , before the Regimental bugler took over to 
sound ‘The Last Post And Reveille’. 

Hundreds of local residents were also in attendance at this Service and the organisers have asked COMBAT to extend sincere 
appreciation for their presence and respect shown, during the thirty minute proceedings. 

Prior to the Service at Cherryville Street, the men from the East toured all cemeteries where fallen Friends and Comrades rest in the 
Battalion Of The Dead. 

Each grave was presented with a wreath of poppies, as a short poem was read out and a minutes silence observed. 

In conclusion, a special word of thanks is extended on behalf of the organisers, tothe UVF Regimental Band and indeed, to all the 
men from East Belfast who once again, demonstrated without doubt, that the everlasting memories of their departed Comrades, 
remains alive in their hearts and minds. 
























For They Shall Grow Not Old, 
As We That Are Left Grow Old. 
Age Shall Not Weary Them, 
Nor The Years Condemn. 
At The Going Down Of The Sun, 
And In The Morning, 
We Will Remember Them. 


a for God And Alster’ 


Sandp Row Company Officers and Volunteers, Friends and Comrades. 


As we gather here on this Remembrance Morning, I ask one and all to pon- 
der for a short time, in solemn reflection of those who have gone before us. 
Down through the generations, Ulster’s brave men and women have bonded 
together in the cause of liberty and truth, and ultimately, in the sure defence 
of our beloved land and Her loyal people. The Volunteers attached to this 
Organisation, have given their all time and time again. On the field of con- 
flict they knew no equal, with vigour, determination and valour, they stood | 
side-by-side and faced whichever enemy stood in their path and in the path 
of humanity. Without hesitation nor question, Ulster’s gallant soldiers have, 
when called upon, stepped forth to serve proudly, Crown and Empire. 

In global theatres of conflict throughout the ages, they undoubtedly earned 
their place in the pages of esteemed British military history, with the blood 
they so readily spilt. Whilst we primarily remember those who made the 
[ultimate sacrifice in the Great War of 1914-1919, we must also keep in mind, 
the Volunteers of this generation, who fought with sheer grit and vigour, in 
the towns, streets and villages of our beloved Ulster. These latter day heroes, 
engaged in an entirely different nature of warfare to that of their forebears | 
in the 36th Ulster Division and other legendary Regiments and Battalions. 
Unlike WW1 and other global conflicts, the Volunteers of our UVF, con- 
ducted their operations under a cloak of secrecy and stealth. 

Our latter day Volunteers, under the most extreme conditions, challenged 
the enemies of Ulster and by means of military engagement, forced them into 
submission. These Volunteers were ordinary Protestant men and women. 
Ordinary protestant men and women who took up arms in the honourable 
defence of their people, as Republican criminals inflicted horrific atrocities 
upon them, on a daily basis. Make no mistake about it, when the Sandy Row 
community in particular and the Ulster people as a whole, were mercilessly | 
suffering at the hands of the IRA and other enemies, we stood up and fought 
for our people’s survival. We fought long and hard and we won victory for 
our beleaguered yet defiant Ulster. On this special day, we remember all our | 
Volunteers. Those who served, those who died, those who fell with their faces 
to the foe whilst wearing the khaki of the British Army and those who fell 
whilst in the Black uniform of this generation. 

In their memory, this Company stands prepared for peace. In their memory, 
this Company stands prepared to fight once again, should the people of 
| Sandy Row and Ulster, call upon us to do so. ‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ | 




























































South Belfast 2nd Battalion 


Good morning friends. 

Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity to 
extend sincere thanks to all of you who have 
gathered here today, and in particular, offer a 
warm welcome to all our friends from Scot- 
land and the mainland, who are, as ever, un- 
failing in their support and shared bonds of 
comradeship as we pay homage to our dead. 

I proudly speak on behalf of the 2nd Battalion 
of the Ulster Volunteer Force, and I have had 
the distinguished privilege to do so for many 
years. 

On 11th November 1918 at 11am, the guns of 
the Western Front fell silent, after more than 
four years of relentless warfare. This year 
marks the 88th observance of that historical 
event. The guns ceased, but the suffering did 
not, as thousands of Ulster widows and chil- 
dren grieved for their losses and as the Ulster- 
men who returned from the blood-stained 
battlegrounds of Europe, sustained for many 
years, the pain and horror of their wounds, 
both physical and mental. 

It is to remember the proud sacrifice of those 
proud man and women, that we pause in quiet 
and grateful Remembrance here today. 

In addition of course, we remember the sacri- 
fices made by those who fought and fell or 
were wounded in subsequent conflicts, con- 
ducted to sustain and preserve the freedoms 
we continue to enjoy. 

These are easy sentiments to write and say, 
and could be made to sound hollow or mis- 
used. But the plain fact remains, the freedoms 
we take for granted, had to be defended and 
bitterly fought for. 

Over the decades, Ulster’s contribution to 
defending Queen and country and Her unwav- 
ering loyalty to the crown, has been exem- 
plary. Ulstermen and women have fought 
with the pride and patriotism that is inherent 





in our people. Today we honour their selfless- 
ness with gratitude and thanks. 

It is incumbent upon us to remember always, 
that thousands of our countrymen went will- 
ingly into battle in order to secure the future 
for us. 

We must therefore, recognise that we have a 
great and precious inheritance in our posses- 
sion, which represents the prolonged achieve- 
ment of the decades and there is not one of 
our simple, uncounted rights and freedoms 
today, for which better men than we have not 
died at the hands of enemies on battlefields 
throughout the ages. 

We humbly stand today in solemn Remem- 
brance of all our fallen friends and Comrades 
who, like their forefathers, fought and died 
for our beloved Ulster and all She stands for. 
In Ulster we not only have a great treasure ~ 
we also have a great Cause. 

A great Cause for which each one of the he- 
roes immortalised on the mural at which we 
gather, believed in and which many of us still 
do. 

But I would ask this, are we taking every 
measure within our power, to defend that 
Cause? Although the ceasefire has existed, 
albeit tenuously, over the past twelve years 
the menace and threats of Ulster’s bitterest 
foes has remained undiluted. 

Sinn Fein / IRA may pay lip-service to seek- 
ing peaceful political solutions to the conflict, 
but let us not be deceived and let us be ever 
vigilant, of the sinister cloak of convenience 
of ‘continuity’. 

It rends a wound in the heart of every true 
Ulsterman and women to see the British Gov- 
ernment, for which so many of our forefathers 
paid unselfishly in their blood, bow and ca- 
pitulate to those very people who wrought a 
prolonged and murderous campaign of 
slaughter and mayhem both here and on the 
mainland, and who have bombed and butch- 


ered a bloody path towards political accep- 
tance, only to be richly rewarded, and each 
concession granted to pander to the whims of 
these criminals. 
Whilst Republicans reap the benefits of their 
terrorism, our culture and traditions continue 
to be eroded, as Unionism / Loyalism is 
forced further and further into a corner. 
We have witnessed the dissolution of the 
UDR, the RUC and most recently, the home 
battalions of the RIR, who still to this day, 
bravely engage in combat in foreign lands 
like Iraq and Afghanistan. 
I personally find this deeply unsettling and 
am prepared to do everything in my power, as 
long as I am able, to maintain my Protestant 
roots and identity at all costs. 
I firmly believe that that the British people 
must retain their political sovereignty and 
freedom of action to do anything less, would 
discredit and dishonour the very people we 
pay homage to today. 
We thank them for their sacrifice as we thank 
all our Volunteers who carried out their duty 
by risking their lives and their liberty. 
We rightly remember them this morning, not 
just with honour, but with gratitude. 
We pay tribute also, to their friends and fami- 
lies, many of whom are here today. 
When you think of these heroes and shed a 
tear, your tears are not only of loss, but of 
everlasting pride. 
We can best honour their gift of sacrifice by 
ensuring that the legacy left to us by them, is 
at the forefront of our minds and by example, 
pass onto our children the standards they set 
for us by their sacrifice, so that Ulster can 
remain the truly great province She is, and 
our fallen Comrades can rest content. 
I now would respectfully ask you to join with 
me, in the time-honoured, fitting tradition of a 
moments reflection. 

‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 


/On the morning of November 12th, the 


Horth Antrim Brigade Force, assembled at a local Memorial in 





South Londonderry and Randallstown 
Somme Association 


The above photographs, were taken on Remembrance Morning, in Neilsbrook Estate, Randalstown. 
It was here for the first time, that Somme Associations from South Londonderry, Randalstown and Mid-Ulster, gathered at a local 
Memorial, to venerate the immortal memory of the fallen from Two World Wars and subsequent conflicts. 
Local community representatives joined with the Associations, also present and integral to the proceedings, was the Star and Crown 
Flute Band from Castledawson and Movenis Flute Band from Garvagh. 
Following a poignant service, at which poppy wreaths were laid on behalf of the attending flute bands and of course, the South Lon- 
donderry / Randalstown and Mid-Ulster Somme Associations, all present retired for a welcome meal and after dinner speeches. 
The organisers have asked COMBAT to thank those who took part in the organising of this event. Special thanks also, are extended 
to everyone who attended and participated on the day. 

‘FOR GOD AND ULSTER’ 





(Editor’s note ~ The faces of parade participants have been obscured for security reasons) 





HERE RESTS IN HONOFED CLOMY 


ADE IN ARMS 
frown tro cu 


Pot us never farget 





-GREENGAIRS THISTLE FLUTE BAND AT THE SOMME 








































Greengairs Thistle Flute Band from Airdrie (Scotland), recently held a Remembrance Service at the Hallowed Somme Battlefields. 
Representatives from the Sons Of Ulster Flute Band (Randalstown), joined the lads from Greengairs as guests, for what we are informed, tran- 
spired to be a most emotional and indeed educational, visit. 
Remembrance Services were held in honour of the 36th Ulster Division, at Thiepval Monument, The Ulster Tower and at the Orange Order Me- 
morial. A further Service, in tribute to the Highland Division, was conducted at Beaumont Hamel. 
The excellent photographs reproduced below, need no explanation, for they clearly depict the event in all its sentimental splendour. 

COMBAT unreservedly congratulates ‘Greengairs’ and ‘The Sons Of Ulster’, on what was obviously, a pilgrimage of a lifetime. 
‘FOR QUEEN, FOR ULSTER AND FOR SCOTLAND’ 


ULSTER VOLUNTEER FORCE 


RKRK 


FOR GOD AND ULSTER ~ 1916 


KKK 


YOUNG CITIZEN VOLUNTEERS 


The Sunday World gutter-rag, recently ran an article regarding the circumstances behind the 
passing of Volunteer Paul McClelland from Belfast’s Shankill Road. 

The ‘newspaper’ believed it was embarking on a campaign of defamation, regarding the UVF 
Volunteer, by claiming that his death was drug induced. 

This scurrilous claim enraged the Protestant population of West Belfast and in no uncertain terms, 
caused untold hurt and anguish to Paul’s family, who were under no illusions whatsoever, that his un- 
timely death was attributed to a coronary complaint and not as the Sunday World had callously claimed, 
a narcotics overdose! 

In the week that followed the grossly offensive article, Volunteer McClelland’s family was furnished 
with the findings of the coroner’s report. 

In the report it was verified that their loved one had died as a result of a massive heart attack. 
Subsequently, the Sunday World carried a follow-up article. In said article it simply stated that Paul’s 
death came about as a result of a “heart attack’. 

Not once in the article, did the Sunday World even attempt to do the right thing, by apologising to the 
McClelland family circle, for their inaccurate and scandalous accusations. 

Obviously this ‘newspaper’, that has time and time again self-proclaimed itself as the ‘People’s Paper’, Volunteer McClelland, pictured 
does not give a stuff about “the people’. ‘On Parade Duty’, ” 
Their outlook and agenda is tunnel-visioned. Their focus is to create as much dissent, mistrust and dis- whilst incarcerated in HMP Maze, 
harmony within both communities in Ulster as is possible! (Long Kesh). 

But ‘the people’ are wise to your agenda Sunday World ~ shame on you! i / 
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www. loyalistbears.co.uk 
‘THE FALLEN AND THE BRAVE’ 


SEASONS GREETINGS! 


Due to massive demand and sales success, the Ulster 
Volunteer Force Regimental Association has authorised 
a reprint of the recently published Memorial book, 

‘The Fallen And The Brave’. 

This glossy publication is generously priced at £4.00 per 
copy (plus £1.00 p&p), and can be obtained by contacting 
the Editor of COMBAT MAGAZINE, 

224 Shankill Road, Belfast BT13 2BJ 


Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes, are extended to 


AYVeverehvecl (om ake lalovecl meio) ata (eers 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
24 HOUR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
QUALITY HEADSTONES, SURROUNDS, VASES ETC 
SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 


| i=. SANDY CLOSE 
| 404-412 SHANKILL ROAD 


Mrs. Sadie Lightbody, from your good friends, 
Neil and Alison Colwell and family. ‘God Bless’ 


The Manager and Staff of Shankill Productions, 
wish all our. customers a very Happy Christmas and New Year. || 
We look forward to your future custom and friendship. 


East Belfast Battalion, U.V.F. 
Extends a very Happy Christmas to all Volunteers. 
Special thoughts go to the families of those who are no longer 
with us, or incarcerated throughout the UK. 


| BELFAST, BT13 3AE 
FOR GOD AND ULSTER 


Christmas wishes go to the members of Black Skull 
Flute Band, (Glasgow). 

Thanks for all your support in 2006, from ‘Yosser’. 
Greetings are also extended to Sammy Bell and 
The Sons Of Ulster Flute Band, (Randalstown). 

Best wishes are sent to B.L. and family, 
and to all the lads from South Belfast. 
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

From Yosser and Gary (Glasgow). 


3) Dean (172, RI RR) 
FAX: (028) 9033 2213 


Members Of Golden Charter For Prepaid Funeral Plans 








